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The Orange County Register is proud to announce the 2024 semi�nalists for Artist of the Year. This is the 11th year of the program, which was developed as a companion to the annual Athlete of the Year honors.

Across the seven artistic disciplines — theater, dance, instrumental music, vocal music, �lm and TV, �ne arts and media arts — 112 semi�nalists were chosen by a panel of arts teachers from among 892 nominees based on applications, performance videos, art portfolios, �lm samples and artistic résumés.

SEE THE ARTIST OF THE YEAR SEMIFINALISTS
Dance
Film and TV
Theater
Instrumental music
Vocal music
Fine arts
Media arts
During the semi�nals, students are interviewed by a panel of distinguished artistic professionals and faculty members from Southern California universities. Interviews include a live presentation by the students followed by a question-and answer-session.

This year, students are also be represented in two divisions. Divisions were developed so that students who have not had the opportunities for extra training still have the chance to be a part of the semi�nals. A minimum of two Division 2 students are guaranteed to be invited to be semi�nalists. The two divisions are based on the number of years of training a student has in their art form. For instance, instrumental students with �ve or more years of training in school and in private lessons are placed in Division 1, and students with less than 5 years of training are placed in Division 2. Details of how divisions are determined for each discipline can be found here.

Of the 112 semi�nalists, up to 28 �nalists will be identi�ed, four in each discipline, and at least one Division 2 student will be named as a �nalist. In addition, one student from each discipline, seven in total, will be named as a 2024 Artist of the Year — the top honor for this program.

The �nalists and Artists of the Year will be announced April 28 in print and online by The Orange County Register.

On Wednesday, May 8, an awards ceremony will be held at Memorial Hall on the campus of Chapman University which is free and open to the public. This event will include performances and presentations by the top students.

This program is generously sponsored by the Chapman University College of Performing Arts. Additional support is provided by Chapman University’s Dodge College of Film and Media Arts and the UC Irvine Claire Trevor School of the Arts.

If you would like to become a sponsor for the Artist of the Year program, contact Heide Janssen at ocartistoftheyear@aoy.scng.com.

Click on the links below to see the photos and lists for semi�nalists:

So�a Aniceto
Senior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts
Division 1

Bochin Tong
https://youtu.be/d7TWo2OM6lU
Senior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts

Division 1

Strongest Specialty: Rhythmic gymnastics

FILM
Senior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts

Division 1

Strongest specialty: Visual e�ects

VISUAL
So�a Martinez Hernandez
Senior, Huntington Beach High School

Division 1

Strongest specialty: 3D

INSTRUMNETAL
Brayden Van Nguyen
Senior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts

Division 1

Strongest specialty: R&B and soul; Instrument: Guitar

MEDIA
Audrey Kawasaki
Junior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts

Division 1

Strongest specialty: Animation

ACTING
Angelina Russo
https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1RvyUHVqVeQHNmHMxrEahl4yKZJN3PXXA/view?usp=sharing
Senior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts

Division 1

Strongest specialty: Acting

Cicily Thompson
https://youtu.be/Xu-puVDwltw
Senior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts

Division 1

Strongest specialty: Acting

VOICE
https://youtu.be/v5_6IW8M-6I?si=iO7mIPJxnu1p1EBY
Catherine Dosier
Senior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts

Division 1

Strongest specialty: Musical theater voice

Danica Joy Hemmens
Junior, Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts
https://youtu.be/2dXTaFUXrXE
Division 1

Strongest specialty: Classical
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Titles and times subject to change.

May 18th, 2 pm
Screening Block A

Media Team Music Video Medley 
Directed by MMET Media Team

The Untitled Detective Thriller 
Directed by Cameron Wheeler

A Plumber, A Husband, and His Mistress 
Directed by Jweelyssa Sedillo

Grandma's Neighborhood 
Directed by Sayg Morton

Left 
Directed by Eli Hooper

R + J Western 
Directed by Jeremiah Dang

Double Crosses 
Directed by Kieren Moran

Chicken and Soup
Directed by Piper Alsop

Star Wars: Echoes of Darkness 
Directed by Zayne Saade

Overstimulated
Directed by Joice Ngo

Love Squared
Directed by Marlee Martinez

three hundred sixty
Directed by Josh Lieu

May 18th, 6 pm
Screening Block B

High Steaks
Directed by Chase Bennett

Afterlife
Directed by Casen Dow

A Picnic with Matthew Cheese 
Directed by Tyler Lee

Buttstorm 
Directed by Adrienne Basham

HIHB 
Directed by Ben Weil

Numb Hands 
Directed by Ethan Zapata

One Way or Another 
Directed by Adriene Basham

Let the Stars Align 
Diected by Vera Riabova

A City of Bricks to Marble 
Directed by Lauren Vanderplas

Girls Trip 
Directed by Audrey Kawasaki

A Lap Around the Sun 
Directed by Kayla Gomez

Sydney 
Directed by Ryan Ramirez

three hundred sixty 
Directed by Josh Lieu

Star Wars: Echoes of Darkness 
Directed by Zayne Saade

Overstimulated 
Directed by Joice Ngo

Seeds 
Directed by Isabella Stinson & Izzy Langer

Square 
Directed by Quinten Franks

Celebrating 
30 Years!


